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THE OLD 
PARSONAGE
Wide Howe Lane, Baldersby St  James 
Thirsk, North Yorkshire YO7 4PT

Ripon 5 miles • Thirsk 8 miles • Boroughbridge 
10 miles • York 27 miles • Leeds 38 miles

Distinguished house in 
the heart of a village with 
swimming pool, garaging and 
coach house

Entrance and staircase hall • cloakroom 
wc • 3 reception rooms • study • kitchen 
breakfast room • domestic offices 
including pantry • utility and laundry 
cellars

Principal bedroom suite with dressing 
room • guest bedroom suite • 5 further 
bedrooms • house bathroom • shower 
room

Outbuildings • coach house • pool house 
garage block

Gardens and grounds • orchard

In all some 2 acres

For Sale Freehold



Available on the open market for the first time 
in 46 years, The Old Parsonage is a remarkable 
country house originally designed by William 
Butterfield in 1854 for Viscount Down of 
Baldersby Park. It sits well in its large plot 
concealed from the gaze of its neighbours 
and overlooking its wonderful gardens and 
grounds.  Along with the house are multiple 
stone outbuildings, a fine coach house ripe for 
development, a detached pool house and garaging.

•	 Superb early Victorian house of 5153 sq ft, 
Grade II* listed

•	 An abundance of period features include 
fireplaces and working fires, ornate cornicing, 
working shutters, sash windows, servants’ 
bells; original cupboards, panelling, doors, 
banister and window seat

•	 Discreet private drive within a secure and very 
private plot

•	 Grade II listed coach house of 1893 sq ft, ideal 
for redevelopment

•	 Superb pool room with four large windows 
facing west across the gardens

•	 Well established, landscaped gardens and 
grounds

•	 Purpose built garaging
•	 Good travel connections and close proximity 

to market towns
•	 No onward sale

The Old Parsonage and its coach house are both 
distinguished buildings of ‘snecked’ stone with 
steeply pitched tiled roofs.  The principal house 
displays trefoil headed mullion windows in stone 
surrounds and pointed Gothic arches.  

The three reception rooms are all elegantly 
proportioned and orientated to the south and 
west with deep windows appropriate to a house 
of this period and stature.  Designed with back 
stairs that once lead to the servants’ quarters 
this area has potential to be developed into an 
annexe.  The kitchen breakfast room has an oil-

fired Aga and is adjacent to a large laundry room 
with the original water pump still intact.  

There are unusually high ceiling heights on the 
first floor, enjoyed by most of the bedrooms.  
Bedroom 6 with its en suite shower room and 
bay window was formerly a private chapel. The 
principal bedroom is notable with its window 
seat, bay window, south & west orientation and 
adjoining dressing room.  

Outside
A discreet gravelled drive, flagged by the 
churchyard and a strip of woodland, culminates 
in a parking and turning area in front of the main 
entrance to the house.  Beyond, the grounds are 
fully secured behind high wrought iron gates, 
mature hedging and a 12ft high perimeter fence 
that surrounds the entire property.  Beyond, to 
the north and west, lies farmland.

The mature gardens frame the house and are 
abundantly planted with a variety of plants.  
A black pine stands sentinel on the western lawn 
along with an array of well established trees 
(some with TPOs) including a Copper Beech.  
Gravel paths sweep by an attractive pond with 
water feature, and alongside is a stand of raised 
stone beds. A long pergola planted with climbing 
honeysuckle, clematis, jasmine, rose and golden 
kiwi connects the house to the north western 
corner of the garden along a paved walkway.   
A productive orchard bears fruit from pear,  

apple and crab apple trees, and on the southern 
corner a succession of arches adorned with roses 
screens a formal gravel garden with water feature.

Outbuildings
Summerhouse with tiled roof and electric supply

Coach house of 1220 sq ft with fireplace, sub 
divided into 5 rooms with a staircase leading to 3 
further rooms on the first floor

Outbuildings/4 stores on a flagged courtyard 
abutting the house

Traditional greenhouse

Pool house with 16.5m heated pool, deep 
but currently unfilled; there is also a lobby, 
kitchenette and shower room

Brick-built, detached, double garage block

Environs
Baldersby St James is an attractive village with 
several notable buildings designed by William 
Butterfield in the mid 1850s: along with The Old 
Parsonage there is the Grade I listed church and 
a Grade II* listed Church of England primary 
school. In the nearby village of Baldersby can 
be found a range of facilities including a mobile 
post office, farm shop, and cricket ground with 
children’s play area.  The acclaimed Crab & 
Lobster restaurant lies exactly three miles away.  
Baldersby St James is conveniently situated, 
between Thirsk and Ripon (Ripon Grammar 

School) and close to Boroughbridge, Bedale and 
Northallerton. The village is superbly located for 
commuters being half a mile from the A61, just 
over a mile from the A1(M), and eleven miles 
to the A19 connecting to York. Mainline rail 
connections are available in Thirsk, Northallerton 
and York.

Tenure: Freehold

EPC rating: Grade II and Grade II* listed

Services and Systems: Mains water, 
electricity, private drainage.  Oil central 
heating.

Fixtures & fittings: Only those 
mentioned in these sales particulars are 
included in the sale. All others, such as 
fitted carpets, curtains, light fittings, 
garden ornaments etc., are specifically 
excluded but may be made available by 
separate negotiation.

Viewing: Strictly by appointment

Directions: Heading into the village from 
the west/A61 the tree-lined drive can be 
found just beyond the primary school, on 
the opposite site of the road adjacent to 
and east of the church.

Local authority: Harrogate District of 
North Yorkshire 



The Old Parsonage, Wide Howe Lane, Baldersby St James, Thirsk, North Yorkshire YO7 4PT
Approximate Gross Internal Floor Area 9254 SQ FT / 859.74 SQ M

For identification only. Not to scale.  All Measurements and fixtures including doors and windows  
are approximate and should be independently verified.

Important notice 1. No description or information given about the property or its value, whether written or verbal or whether or not in these Particulars (“Information”) may be relied upon as a statement or representation of fact.  Neither Blenkin & Co nor its Joint Agents have any authority to make any representation and accordingly any Information given is entirely 
without responsibility on the part of Blenkin & Co  or the seller/lessor. 2. Any photographs (and artists’ impressions) show only certain parts of the property at the time they were taken.   Any areas, measurements or distances given are approximate only. 3. Any reference to alterations to, or use of any part of the property is not a statement that any necessary planning, 
building regulations or other consent has been obtained. These matters must be verified by any intending buyer/lessee. 4. Any buyer/lessee must satisfy himself by inspection or otherwise as to the correctness of any Information given. NB: Google map images may neither be current nor a true representation.  Photographs, particular and showreel: September 2021.  
Brochure by wordperfectprint.com

Drawing Room
20'4 x 15'11

(6.21m x 4.85m)

Library
15'11 x 12'11

(4.84m x 3.93m)

Dining Room
18'0 x 15'11

(5.48m x 4.86m)

Utility

Pantry

Boiler Room Store

Laundry
16'1 x 11'1

(4.90m x 3.38m)

Kitchen
16'0 x 15'9

(4.88m x 4.81m)

Study
11'7 x 9'6

(3.52m x 2.90m)

Main House Ground Floor
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

APPROX. 2399 SQ FT / 222.88 SQ M

Bedroom 1
15'11 x 14'6

(4.86m x 4.42m)

Bedroom 4
15'11 x 12'10

(4.84m x 3.91m)

Bedroom 7
11'7 x 9'6

(3.54m x 2.90m)

Bedroom 2
16'10 x 15'11

(5.12m x 4.86m)

Bedroom 6
10'10 x 10'6

(3.29m x 3.19m)

Bedroom 3
16'0 x 13'10

(4.87m x 4.22m)

Bedroom 5
15'11 x 11'0

(4.86m x 3.35m)
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Main House First Floor

GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 
APPROX. 2381 SQ FT / 221.22 SQ M

Main House Cellar
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

APPROX. 373 SQ FT / 34.69 SQ M

Pool House
55'4 x 24'2

(16.86m x 7.36m)

Plant Room

Pool House
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

APPROX. 1558 SQ FT / 144.7 SQ M

GarageStore
Workshop
23'0 x 16'1

(7.02m x 4.89m)

Store
16'4 x 10'11

(4.97m x 3.32m)

StoreStoreStoreStore

Garage

Coach House Ground Floor
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

APPROX. 1220 SQ FT / 113.36 SQ M

Loft Room
18'7 x 11'5

(5.66m x 3.48m)

Hay Loft
23'0 x 16'2

(7.01m x 4.92m)

Coach House First Floor
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

APPROX. 673 SQ FT / 62.48 SQ M

Garage
21'7 x 14'0

(6.57m x 4.26m)

Garage
27'9 x 12'9

(8.45m x 3.88m)

Garage Block
GROSS INTERNAL FLOOR AREA 

APPROX. 650 SQ FT / 60.41 SQ M



City Country Coast


